4'-Epidoxorubicin plus cisplatin as first-line therapy in the treatment of small cell bronchogenic carcinoma.
Twenty-seven patients with small cell bronchogenic carcinoma were treated with a combination of 4'-Epidoxorubicin 60 mg/m2 and cisplatin 50 mg/m2 i.v. every 3-4 weeks. Three patients (11%) had a complete remission (CR), and 12 (44%) had a partial remission (PR) with a 55% overall remission rate. The median duration of response was 36 weeks (range 11-256+). No severe bone marrow depression was noted. The other side effects were of mild grade. Because of the "minimal aggressiveness" of this combination for the patients, the results obtained in this preliminary phase can probably be improved by the integration of other drugs in the scheme.